 Toby Threadgill Seminar 11-13th May

Threadgill Sensei is one of only three people in the world to be awarded a menkyo kaiden ( license of full transmission) in Takamura-ha Shindo 

Yoshin-ryu. He presently functions as the kaicho (administrative head) of the Takamura ha Shindo Yoshin Kai.  He was invited by the New Zealand Wadokai to introduce the principles of Shin do Yoshin –Ryu Jujitsu.
 It is difficult to describe all the techniques that were covered, but everyone truly enjoyed their experience with him. You maybe wondering what a was a jujitsu teacher doing teaching in New Zealand for a Wado-Kai karate club.  This extract from Bob Nash 6th Dan JKF Wadokai who has hosted seminars  with Toby Threadgill in the US explains it very well.
“The style of karate we practice is called Wado.  Wado was officially founded by Hironori Otsuka on April 1st, 1934 and in 1938 he registered his style with the Butokukai.  Mr. Otsuka first came across karate in 1922 when he witnessed a public demonstration by an Okinawan gentleman named Gichin Funakoshi. Mr. Funakoshi eventually founded a karate style that transformed into Shotokan. At the time of this introduction, Mr. Otsuka was already an expert in Shindo Yoshin Ryu. He had learned his art from Tatsusaburo Nakayama, a student of Matakichi Inose who had learned his art directly from the founder of Shindo Yoshin Ryu, Katsunosuke Matsuoka. Mr. Otsuka eventually left Mr. Funakoshi and trained with Kenwa Mabuni of Shito ryu and Choki Motobu. He spent the next few years integrating Okinawan karate into his jujitsu and this resulted in Wado.

This hybrid system of Otsuka was unique in that it incorporated aspects of karate, jujitsu, Yagyu Shinkage Ryu (from Gihachiro Kubo) and Toda Ryu. It lost a lot of its original Okinawan flavour and took on aspects of Japanese budo/bujujitsu.  Fast forward to today. We have many students doing Wado all over the world but none of us move quite like Otsuka Sensei.  The main reason for this is that Otsuka Sensei came to karate with the kihon of jujitsu in his body. The rest of us move with the kihon of karate. Big difference!  So we have to somehow unlearn some of the karate kihon in order to move like Otsuka Sensei. One way to do this is to re-examine our jujitsu roots. There is only one actively teaching menkyo kaiden Shindo Yoshin Ryu practitioner in the world - Toby Threadgill.”

It was a great privilege to have Toby Threadgill Sensei here teaching in Hamilton, introducing the subtleties of his art and making the connection with the roots of wado.  He is an excellent teacher, delivering in a very clear, relaxed, humours and precise manor with great care for the fine detail which is often not taught or misunderstood.  His understanding and technician  level of Japanese Koryu martial arts left all that attended in awe of his ability. Threadgill Sensei will come again to New Zealand in the future.  
Robbie Smith

6th Dan JKF Wado Kai
